
The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany  January 31, 2021 
 

    

THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (Vss. 1-3) LSB 842 
1 Son of God, eternal Savior, Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us Hallows all our human race, 
You our Head, who, throned in glory, For Your own will ever plead: 
Fill us with Your love and pity, Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

  
2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; Freely may Your servants give. 
Yours the gold and Yours the silver, Yours the wealth of land and sea; 
We but stewards of Your bounty Held in solemn trust will be. 

  
3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, Bid its cruel discords cease. 
By Your patient years of toiling, By Your silent hours of pain, 
Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, Stem our selfish greed of gain. 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE INVOCATION AND CONFESSION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   
   C: But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 
  
   P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
   C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.  

 
   P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

   C: Amen. 
      
THE KYRIE  
  
   P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  



   P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the Lord. 

   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
   C: Amen.  

   
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you.  
  
   P: Let us pray. Compassionate God, You gather the whole universe into Your radiant presence 

and continually reveal Your Son as our Savior. Bring wholeness to all that is broken and 
speak truth to us in our confusion, that all creation will see and know Your Son, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord; in whose name we pray.  

   C: Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE – “To God on High Be Glory”   LSB 204 

1   To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth; 
Goodwill from God in heaven 
Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 
We praise and bless You, Father; 
Your holy name, we sing— 
Our thanks for Your great glory, 
Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  
2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

The Father’s Son, we pray; 
O Lamb of God, our Savior, 
You take our sins away. 
Have mercy on us, Jesus; 
Receive our heartfelt cry, 
Where You in pow’r are seated 
At God’s right hand on high— 

  
3  For You alone are holy; 

You only are the Lord. 
Forever and forever, 
Be worshiped and adored; 
You with the Holy Spirit 
Alone are Lord Most High, 
In God the Father’s glory. 
 “Amen!” our glad reply. 

 
THE FIRST READING – Deuteronomy 18:15-20, NIV 

Today’s reading is part of a longer discourse in Deuteronomy, an updating of the law for the Israelite community 
as the people wait to enter the promised land.  Here Moses assures the people that God will continue to guide them 



through prophets who will proclaim the divine word. 
15 The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 

fellow Israelites. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the Lord your God at Horeb 
on the day of the assembly when you said, “Let us not hear the voice of the Lord our God nor see 
this great fire anymore, or we will die.” 

17 The Lord said to me: “What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you 
from among their fellow Israelites, and I will put my words in his mouth. He will tell them everything 
I command him. 19 I myself will call to account anyone who does not listen to my words that the 
prophet speaks in my name. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not 
commanded, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, is to be put to death.”. 

P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God. 

  
THE EPISTLE READING – 1 Corinthians 8:1-13, NIV 

Apostle Paul here expresses concern about the way Christians use their freedom in Christ as license to engage 
in non-Christian behavior.  That sets a damaging example.  Christians have a responsibility to others that their behavior 
does not cause another to sin. 
      Now about food sacrificed to idols: We know that “We all possess knowledge.” But 
knowledge puffs up while love builds up. 2 Those who think they know something do not yet know 
as they ought to know. 3 But whoever loves God is known by God.  

4 So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that “An idol is nothing at all in the 
world” and that “There is no God but one.” 5 For even if there are so-called gods, whether in heaven 
or on earth (as indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”), 6 yet for us there is but one God, the 
Father, from whom all things came and for whom we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
through whom all things came and through whom we live. 

7 But not everyone possesses this knowledge. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that 
when they eat sacrificial food they think of it as having been sacrificed to a god, and since their 
conscience is weak, it is defiled. 8 But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do 
not eat, and no better if we do. 

9 Be careful, however, that the exercise of your rights does not become a stumbling block to 
the weak. 10 For if someone with a weak conscience sees you, with all your knowledge, eating in an 
idol’s temple, won’t that person be emboldened to eat what is sacrificed to idols? 11 So this weak 
brother or sister, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. 12 When you sin against 
them in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 13 Therefore, if what I eat 
causes my brother or sister to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause them to 
fall. 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE HYMN – “O Bless the Lord”  (Vs. 2&4) LSB 814 

2 O bless the Lord, my soul, 
    Nor let His mercies lie 
Forgotten in unthankfulness 
    And without praises die! 

  
4 He crowns thy life with love 

    When ransomed from the grave; 
He that redeemed my soul from hell 
    Hath sov’reign pow’r to save. 

Text: Public domain 



 
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Mark 1:21-28, NIV 

21 They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and 
began to teach. 22 The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had 
authority, not as the teachers of the law. 23 Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by 
an impure spirit cried out, 24 “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to 
destroy us? I know who you are—the Holy One of God!” 

25 “Be quiet!” said Jesus sternly. “Come out of him!” 26 The impure spirit shook the man 
violently and came out of him with a shriek. 
  27 The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, “What is this? A new teaching—
and with authority! He even gives orders to impure spirits and they obey him.” 28 News about him 
spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee. 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 
THE HYMN – “Away from Us the Demon Cried”  (Tune: LSB 348) LSB 541 

1 “Away from us!” the demon cried 
    When Christ, the Lord, drew near. 
“Our dark, disordered world is lost 
    When You, the Light, appear!” 

  
2 But Jesus spoke with God’s own pow’r; 

    “Come forth!” was His command; 
For evil cannot bear the Light 
    Nor sin the Truth withstand. 

  
3 O risen Christ, God’s living Word, 

    To us, we pray, draw near. 
Come, speak the truth that cleanses sin 
    With love that conquers fear. 

  
4 Drive out the doubt that cripples faith; 

    Expel our pride and greed 
That we, from pow’rs that threaten us, 
    May, by Your grace, be freed. 

  
5 Then help us, Lord, to greet each day 

    With hearts and wills made new 
And, when You call us forth to serve, 
    To rise and follow You. 

Text: © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE MESSAGE   
 

 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN – “Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”  (Vss. 1 & 3) LSB 849 
1 Praise the One who breaks the darkness With a liberating light; 

Praise the One who frees the pris’ners, Turning blindness into sight. 



Praise the One who preached the Gospel, Healing ev’ry dread disease, 
Calming storms, and feeding thousands With the very Bread of peace. 

  
3 Let us praise the Word Incarnate, Christ, who suffered in our place. 

Jesus died and rose victorious That we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, Seeing what our God has done; 
Let us praise the true Redeemer, Praise the One who makes us one. 

Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110001627 

 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

 
   P: Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
   C: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN –  “Almighty Father, Bless the Word”  (Vss. 1 & 3) LSB 923 
1 Almighty Father, bless the Word Which through Your grace we now have heard. 

Oh, may the precious seed take root, Spring up, and bear abundant fruit! 
  
3 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 
Text: Public domain 

 

  

 May God bless you and yours.  
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