
The Eighth Sunday after Pentecost  July 26, 2020 
 
WELCOME! Treasures are hard to find and even harder to hold on to. Jesus describes the kingdom of God as a 
great treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price, and a net full of fish. But this treasure is one of God’s own 
making. He esteems us His treasured possession and delivers up His own Son that we might be His own and live 
under Him in His kingdom without end. On earth that treasure is hidden in the dirt, found side by side among cheap 
trinkets, and in nets that hold good and bad fish. But one day, it will all be clear. They will be set apart and the false 
treasures exposed. For now, it is enough to believe His Word and trust in His promise and hold steadfast to His Son.  
  

    

THE PASTORAL GREETING 

THE OPENING HYMN – “What a Friend We Have in Jesus”   LSB 770 
1 What a friend we have in Jesus, All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry Ev’rything to God in prayer! 
Oh, what peace we often forfeit; Oh, what needless pain we bear— 
All because we do not carry Ev’rything to God in prayer! 

  
2 Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere? 

We should never be discouraged—Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Can we find a friend so faithful Who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our ev’ry weakness—Take it to the Lord in prayer. 

  
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, Cumbered with a load of care? 

Precious Savior, still our refuge—Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
Do thy friends despise, forsake thee? Take it to the Lord in prayer. 
In His arms He’ll take and shield thee; Thou wilt find a solace there. 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE INVOCATION, CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
   P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
   C: Amen. 
  
   P: If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.   
   C: But if we confess our sins, God, Who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 1 John 1:8-9 
  
   P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.   
   C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart. We have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and 
lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of 
Your holy name. Amen.  

  
   P: Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you 

all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

   C: Amen. 
 
  



THE KYRIE 
   P: In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity 
of all let us pray to the Lord. 

   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
   C: Lord, have mercy.  
  

   P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
   C: Amen.  
 
THE COLLECT OF THE DAY  
   P: The Lord be with you. 
   C: And also with you.  
 
   P: Let us pray. Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, 

receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  

All: Amen. 
 
THE HYMN OF PRAISE—“The Lord, My God, Be Praised”  (Vss.1-3)   LSB 794 

1 The Lord, my God, be praised, My light, my life from heaven; 
My maker, who to me Has soul and body given; 
My Father, who will shield And keep me day by day 
And make each moment yield New blessings on my way. 

  
2 The Lord, my God, be praised, My trust, my life from heaven, 

The Father’s own dear Son, Whose life for me was given, 
Who for my sin atoned With His most precious blood 
And gives to me by faith The highest heav’nly good. 

  
3 The Lord, my God, be praised, My hope, my life from heaven, 

The Spirit, whom the Son In love to me has given. 
His grace revives my heart And gives my spirit pow’r, 
Help, comfort, and support In sorrow’s gloomy hour. 

Text: Public domain 

 

 THE WORD  

THE FIRST READING – Deuteronomy 7:6-9, ESV 
     In this Old Testament reading, we hear how God initiates and concludes the relationship with us, his people. He 
searches for us, and he finds us and makes us his own.   
  
     “For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The Lord your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. It was 



not because you were more in number than any other people that the Lord set his love on you and 
chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is because the Lord loves you and is keeping 
the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand and 
redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore 
that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with those 
who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations.” 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
  

THE SECOND READING – Romans 8:28-39, ESV 
     These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for us and the activity of the Holy 
Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to 
separate us from such incredible divine love.  
  
    Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, 
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he who searches 
hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to 
the will of God. And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to 
be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 
     What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 
things? Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. Who is to condemn? 
Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of 
God, who indeed is interceding for us. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, 
“For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, 
in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
 P:  This is the Word of the Lord.   

C: Thanks be to God. 
 
THE HYMN – “The Lord, My God, Be Praised”  (Vs. 4)   LSB 794 

4 The Lord, my God, be praised, My God, the ever-living, 
To whom the heav’nly host Their laud and praise are giving. 
The Lord, my God, be praised, In whose great name I boast, 
God Father, God the Son, And God the Holy Ghost. 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL READING – Matthew 13:44-52, ESV  
     [Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and 
covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 
     “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one 
pearl of great value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 
     “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of 
every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers 



but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the 
evil from the righteous and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping 
and gnashing of teeth. 
     “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” And he said to them, 
“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house, 
who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 
 P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.   

C: Praise to You, O Christ.  
 

THE HYMN – “Beautiful Savior”    LSB 537 
1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Truly I’d love Thee, Truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

  
2 Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in flow’rs of blooming spring; 
    Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 
He makes our sorr’wing spirit sing. 

  
3 Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, 

Bright the sparkling stars on high; 
    Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 

  
4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
    Glory and honor, Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

Text: Public domain 

 
THE MESSAGE   

 THE RESPONSE   

THE HYMN OF RESPONSE – “Softly and Tenderly”  Tune: Thompson 

1 Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, Calling for you and for me; 
Patiently Jesus is waiting and watching, watching for you and for me.  

 Come home, come home, ye who are weary, come home; 
 Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling,  
 Calling, O sinner, come home. 
  
2 Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, mercies for you and for me? 
 Come home… 
  
3 Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, promised for you and for me; 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, pardon for you and for me. 
 Come home... 

  



 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED        

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.   
 And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence he will come to judge the 
living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

 
Each petition will end with the words: Lord, in Your mercy, C: hear our prayer. 

 

Hear us Heavenly Father, as we pray the prayer that Christ gave us: 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING 

P:  May almighty God: Father, Son  and Holy Spirit, bless you and keep you.  
C:  Amen. 
 

THE HYMN – “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”   LSB 805 
1 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
Text: Public domain 

  
 

 

 

 May God bless you and yours.  
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